
         CUST SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 
         Phone 3125-753;  Fax 3125-723   

         e-mail:  jennifer.thompson@cust.school.nz 

               www.cust.school.nz 

            School’s bank account number is 03 1592 0074218 00 

 
            Friday, 26 February, 2021 - Week Four —Term 1 

 

BE YOUR BEST 
Kia Rawa Pai 

 

CUST CONNECTS - WHANAUNGATANGA 
 

CONNECT – SCHOOL CONNECT – COMMUNITY CONNECT – YOURSELF CONNECT - CULTURE 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 
 
Many thanks to the parents who attended the ‘Meet the Teacher’ on Tuesday.  We hope you gained further 
insights into what we are planning this year. 
 
Positive engagement between families and school activates powerful connections – together we can make a 
huge difference.  This can be seen in our high academic results, but also in our children’s social 
development.  
 
As teachers, we have clear expectations in how we can bring about positive engagement: 

 

We expect Cust School staff to provide to / share with children and whanau information that is: 

• Regular, 

• Timely, 

• Meaningful and 

• Accurate 
 
Focused on: 
School / class programmes, describing what learning and progress has occurred, next steps and how 
whanau can support learning 
 
We also have some expectations of parents in supporting this positive engagement: 

 

We expect Cust whanau to: 

• Engage with information, read the information 

• Talk to children about their learning, 

• Share / celebrate children’s learning, 

• Feedback on children’s learning, 

• Sign homework, 

• Ask questions, 

• Be actively involved in learning, and 

• Set goals with children and school 
 

 
It is therefore important that if you have any questions to come and ask – the teachers in the first instance 
and the earlier the better. Having said that I am more than happy to discuss things.  I might direct you back to 
the teacher but I am able to provide ‘big picture’ details.  
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SCHOOL INTERVIEWS – 3 WAY CONFERENCES  
These will be held in Week Six, on Monday, 8  March & Tuesday, 9 March  

To assist in the allocation of interviews we are again using the online booking system.  Bookings 

are open. To allocate a time for interviews you need to:   

1. Go to  http://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz  

2. Enter the event code unique to our school jmkpz  

3. Click on I am someone else, and  

4. Enter your name, your student's name(s), and your email address and how many bookings i.e. 

number of children at school  

5. On the next page, pick the teachers you want to meet, from the drop-down box.  

6. Then you'll see a timetable showing when your chosen teachers are available. Simply click on the 

times that suit you.  

7. When you have finished, your interview timetable will be emailed to you. And if something comes up, 

you can return to the site and change your interviews whenever you want.  
  

REMEMBER SCHOOL CLOSES AT 2PM ON THESE TWO DAYS MONDAY, 8 
MARCH & TUESDAY, 9 MARCH. The bus will commence its run at 2pm also. 

 

Please Note – If you can’t book an appropriate time, please contact the class teacher for an 
alternative time.  

 

REPORTING TO PARENTS: 
An ongoing major focus within the primary education sector has been: How do we balance effective 
reporting that benefits learners and whanau, with teacher workload? 
As a staff we are continually reflecting on our processes, and there could be some changes over the next 
year. Expect differences, but do not expect more! 
Our “normal” practice: 
 

AVENUE WHEN REASON 

INFORMAL 
MEETINGS 

DAILY – OPEN 
DOOR - anytime 

To share learning – on a regular basis 

Meet the Teacher Term 1 Setting the scene 

Parent / Teacher (3 
Way) Conferences 

Term 1 Start of year – social / academic 
Share learning goals 
Parent Aspirations 

Learning Engagement 
Report 

Term 1 Snapshot of engagement 

Parent / Teacher (3 
Way) Conferences 
 
Mid Year Report 

Term 2 Sharing of progress and achievement to date 
 
Teacher’s written summary of progress against 
National Curriculum (Levels) 

Learning Engagement 
Report 

Term 3 Snapshot of engagement 

End of Year Written 
report 

Term 4 Summary of child’s progress for the year in all 
areas, including achievement against Curriculum 
Levels 
Future Learning Goals 

Other 
Books sent home on a 
regular basis 
Parent / Teacher 
initiated meetings 
E-portfolio’s / google 
accounts 
Other 
Special events, open 
days, informal 
discussions, 
newsletters ,emails 
through SMS (eTap) 

All year To provide another avenue for sharing learning 
and achievements 
To share work in progress and completed 
To share appropriate assessment tasks and 
rubrics 
To help maintain an ongoing dialogue 
 



 
As mentioned previously we have four major goals based around our theme of CUST CONNECTS – 
WHANAUNGATANGA (see above) 
Over the next several weeks I would like to expand on these: 

 

CONNECT – COMMUNITY 

GOAL: 

CONTRIBUTION 
TO DEVELOP, WITH COMMUNITY / PTA, OPPORTUNITIES TO FOSTER WAYS TO CONTRIBUTE WITHIN SCHOOL 
PROGRAMMES: 
 

DO YOU (or someone you know) HAVE A “HOBBY” WHICH WOULD LIKE TO SHARE WITH 
OUR CHILDREN? – SPARK SOME ENTHUSIASM, PASSIONS, PLEASURE, NEW LEARNING… 
 
Shortly we will be sending out a survey so we can get a DATABASE of community ideas/ opportunities so 
that from this we can develop ideas / strategies on HOW to “localise our curriculum.” WATCH THIS SPACE! 
 
Remember our challenge: 
 
Encourage staff, children and whanau – to use Greetings and Farewells on each arrival, entry and departure, 
every day and encourage to respond back. We challenge you to do the same. 

Greetings: 
Mōrena/Āta Mārie Good morning. 
 
Kia Ora. Hello. 
 
Tēnā Koe. Hello (to one person) 
 
Tēnā Kōrua. Hello (to two people) 
 
Tēnā Kōutou. Hello (to more than two people) 
 

Farewells: 
Ka kite! See you! Goodbye. 
 
Ka kite anō! See you again. 
 
Ka kite i a koe. See you later! 
 
Ka kite i a kōrua. See you two later! 
 
Ka kite i a kōutou. See you all later! 
 
E noho rā/ Noho mai rā! Goodbye (if you are the 
one leaving) 
 
Haere rā! Goodbye. (if you are the one staying) 
 

 

 
CUST SCHOOL PARENT PORTAL / APP 
Download – computer / phone 
 
We will be utilising this more in the future so please make use of its features. 
Cust School is committed to providing the best education possible for your child. To this end, you now have 
the ability to securely view information about your child through the new Parent Portal and APP. 
 
The @school Parent Portal and App enables parents to receive messages, attendance, and other 
information directly from their child’s school. It ties in with our Student Management System (eTap). 
 
What kind of computer equipment do I need to view the Parent Portal? 
Almost any computer with an Internet connection can access the Portal. Make sure you are using a recent 
version of the most common internet browsers – e.g. Internet Explorer, Firefox, Safari. 
 
What is the @school Parent App? 
The @school Parent App enables parents to receive messages, attendance, and other information directly 
from their child’s school. It ties in with our Student Management System (eTap). 
Please head to your respective APP store - Google PLAY or Apple App Store and search, ETAP. Then click 
on the orange @school APP option. You will then be prompted to enter your ID and PASSWORD. You will 
only ever have to do this once. 



 
We have been advised that Microsoft/Hotmail & Outlook are hiding emails coming from eTAP. They seem to 
do this at random. 
 
The parents may have to add etap.co.nz to their 'safe list' to receive email sent from eTAP 
 
Click on "Options" in the upper right corner of your Hotmail screen. 
Then click the link for "Safe and Blocked Senders" in the body of the page under Junk e-mail. 
Click the "Safe Senders" link and enter the email address you want to whitelist. 
Click "Add" to put it on your list. 
 
The address is etap.co.nz 
 

 
SWIMMING: 
 

Championship Swimming Sports – Cluster – Dudley Pool 
Wednesday, 3 March, 11.30am – 2.30pm. 
This event allows our best swimmers to compete in competitive swimming sports with  
the goal of being selected to compete at the Rakahuri and North Canterbury Swimming  
Championships. 
Note:  Children must be Year 5 as a minimum.  All events are 50m so are for our capable swimmers.  
 

Junior Swimming Sports – Cust Pool – Years 0 – 4 
Thursday, 4 March 
Kia Ora Everyone  
 
On Thursday 4 March we are having our Junior Swimming Gala for Years 0 - 4.  We would like to invite all 
Whanau to come and watch your children show off their swimming skills.   
 
Venue: Cust Pool 
 
Starting Time 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm  
 
On Monday we will email out an order of events along with what group your child is swimming in.  If we have 
to postpone the event due to bad weather we will let you know via text and email on Thursday morning. 
 
If you have any questions please contact us. 
 
Kennys, Eddie, Linda and Ros. 

 
Important Dates: – see school website calendar https://www.cust.school.nz/calendar.html 
 

Regards Robert 
 

CLASS CERTIFICATES 
Room One: Well done Andie for showing success in Piko’s tips – THINK – for having a great, positive, 

start to the year and always showing initiative in Room One. 
Well done James T. for showing success in Piko’s tips – THINK – for always sharing ideas 
with the class politely and contributing to group discussions with well thought out suggestion 

Room Two: Well done Madeline for showing success in Piko’s tips – THINK – well done for thinking, using 
your initiative and showing compassion helping others complete their work.  Awesome to see! 

 Well done Oscar for showing success in Piko’s tips – THINK – well done for thinking hard 
using what you know about bar graphs and communicating that to your partner.  You were 
very helpful! 

Room Three: Well done Kasahn for showing success in Piko’s tips – SOLVE PROBLEMS – for making a 
fabulous start to the year and showing skill in addition in maths and improvement in breathing 
in swimming. 

 Well done Amie for showing success in Piko’s tips – SOLVE PROBLEMS – for being an 
independent worker in all subjects and settling in well to Room Three!  A super start to the 
year! 
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Room Four: Well done Abby for showing success in Piko’s tips – THINK – I am impressed with the way 
you look, listen, think and then complete the activity.  Well done. 

 Well done Eva for showing success in Piko’s tips – THINK – I am impressed with the way you 
are using your knowledge gained last year to help with your learning this year. 

Room Five: Well done Ollie T. for showing success in Piko’s tips – THINK – Ollie you have impressed me 
in the way that you approach tasks in class.  You have a goal in mind and work carefully to 
achieve it.  Well done. 

 Well done Jake for showing success in Piko’s tips – THINK – I have been really impressed 
with the way you consistently set goals to achieve your very best.  Keep it up. 

Room Six: Well done Esther for showing success in Piko’s tips – THINK – for making an awesome start 
in Room Six – using knowledge and taking risks with her learning. 

Room Seven: Well done Lockie for showing success in Piko’s tips – THINK – for settling well into Room 
Seven. 

 Well done Annabelle for showing success in Piko’s tips – THINK – for using wonderful 
knowledge at writing time. 

 
  
 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 


