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BE YOUR BEST 
Kia Rawa Pai 

 

SCHOOL THEME: CREST - TO REACH THE TOP 
 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 
 
Challenges are continually thrown our way, plans are changing daily and new rules/information is 
being disseminated at a very rapid pace. 
 
Many thanks for the support you have shown the school and staff over the last few weeks – hopefully 
we have hit the top of the wave this week and things will settle down as we approach the last few 
weeks of term. 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA: 
 
Every now and then we, as teachers, are told and shown some of the apps and posts that children are 
making – in their own time and on private settings. 
To be honest some of the things we have seen are incredibly inappropriate and I think would shock most 
people.  
While this does not directly relate to school, as it is done at home and on personal settings (we have disabled 
school accounts so they can not “hang out”),  

• it is concerning that our children are online communicating like this,  

• it is concerning that, while it is a small minority posting these comments, there are students who are 
reading these and are seemingly ok with it (not telling anyone- you!)  

• it is concerning that they are online at times when they should be asleep and  

• it is concerning as it can have an adverse effect on children’s mental health (which we then need to 
deal with). 

 

Interestingly I have copies of one of the conversations! 
SnapChat groups seems to be a popular platform I, as a parent, would be checking accounts 
regularly! 

 

PARENTS:  

DO YOU KNOW WHAT YOUR CHILDREN ARE ON? 

DO YOU KNOW WHAT THEY ARE SAYING? 

DO YOU KNOW WHEN THEY ARE SAYING IT? 
The five golden rules are: 

1. Ask your child to show you the sites they use. Find out how to set the safety features and how to report 
any issues directly to the site. 

2. Ask your child to set their social media profile settings to 'private' to help protect photos, personal 
information or even location in the real world ending up in the wrong hands. 

3. Ask your children who their online friends are. Help your children understand that people can create fake 
identities online and lie about who they are. They should only give out personal information and be friends 
with people they know and trust in real world. 

4. Ask your child to only share photos that they wouldn't mind showing you first. 
5. Ask your child to tell you if they're worried about something online. Talk to your child about the internet, 

their favourite sites and the risks they may encounter. They are more likely to turn to you if they get into 
situations online where they don't feel comfortable. 
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GOAL: CREST 

TO UNDERSTAND AND  MODEL CONCEPTS OF STUDENT WELL BEING  

 
COURAGE:  
 
He who is not courageous enough to take risks – will accomplish nothing in life” 
Muhammad Ali 

 
How can our actions help others to be courageous? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
SCHOOL DONATIONS: refer to previous email and invoice 
 
The board of trustees sets the level of the school donation and advertises it to parents. The amount is set at the 
first board meeting of the school year. The Board has slightly increased the donation from previous year’s 
levels.  
 
The school could not operate without this donation. It is currently set at $100 per child. 
 Payment of the donation is voluntary. 
 

All school donations are tax deductible and a receipt will provided  
 
https://www.ird.govt.nz/income-tax/income-tax-for-individuals/individual-tax-credits/tax-credits-for-donations 
 
We do request that you pay your donation by the 31st March either by cash, automatic payment or through 
internet banking. Please use School Donation and your child’s name as a reference 
 

The Cust School Bank account number is 03 1592 0074218 00  
 
Remember our challenge: 
 
Encourage staff, children and whanau – to use Greetings and Farewells on each arrival, entry and departure, 
every day and encourage to respond back. We challenge you to do the same. 
 

Greetings: 
Mōrena/Āta Mārie Good morning. 
 
Kia Ora. Hello. 
 
Tēnā Koe. Hello (to one person) 
 
Tēnā Kōrua. Hello (to two people) 
 
Tēnā Kōutou. Hello (to more than two people) 
 

Farewells: 
Ka kite! See you! Goodbye. 
 
Ka kite anō! See you again. 
 
Ka kite i a koe. See you later! 
 
Ka kite i a kōrua. See you two later! 
 
Ka kite i a kōutou. See you all later! 
 
E noho rā/ Noho mai rā! Goodbye (if you are the 
one leaving) 
 
Haere rā! Goodbye. (if you are the one staying) 
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Important Dates: – see school website calendar https://www.cust.school.nz/calendar.html 

 
 
How can you help: 

HOW? 
Reading at home 

• Make reading fun 

• Read to your child 

• Talk about reading 

• Make it a special time together 

• Read and talk together 

• Read with others 

• Keep them interested 

• Support their learning 
 

 
Mathematics at home 

• Talk together and have fun with numbers and patterns 

• Use easy, everyday activities 

• Learn the Basic Facts 
 

 

More ideas – explore 
https://parents.education.govt.nz/primary-school/learning-and-development-at-home/ideas-to-help-
with-reading-writing-and-maths/ 
 
Regards Robert 

 

 
COMPLAINTS / BULLYING / CHILD PROTECTION POLICIES 
 

Please find copies of these Cust School’s Policies at 
 

http://www.cust.school.nz/bot.html 

 

POLICY REVIEW 
• Visitors 

• School Closure 

• Earthquakes 

• Covid 19 Information and Procedures 

1. Visit the website https://cust.schooldocs.co.nz/1893.htm 

2. Enter the username (cust) and password (piko). 

3. Follow the link to the relevant policy as listed. 

4. Read the policy. 

5. Click the Policy Review button at the top right-hand corner of the page. 

6. Select the reviewer type "Parent". 

7. Enter your name (optional). 

8. Submit your ratings and comments. 

9. If you don't have internet access, school office staff can provide you with printed copies of the policy and a 
review form. 
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Changes to the COVID-19 Protection Framework for Education 

 
Throughout the last two years we have ensured that our school community’s safety and wellbeing is a top 

priority and we know that everything that needs to be done is being done to keep everyone safe.  
The Cust Board of Trustees is responsible to ensure the health, safety, and wellbeing of students and staff, 
and this is hugely important for you all. Throughout COVID-19 we have had to adapt quickly to a variety of 
changes, and our approach has been flexible and proactive. 
 
Changes to the COVID-19 Protection Framework will take effect from 11.59pm this Friday 25 March, and to 
vaccine mandates and My Vaccine Pass, will take effect from 11.59pm Monday 4 April. 
 
The Board will be awaiting clarification of these changes and how they affect our kura. 
Once we have considered these changes we will update you. 

 

CHANGES TO VACCINE PASS REQUIREMENTS FOR TEAMS AND GROUPS 

Changes have now been made to the COVID-19 Public Health Response (Protection Framework) Order. 

All children and young people enrolled in a registered school are now able to participate in all school-
organised teams and groups regardless of their vaccination status. This change took effect from 11.59pm 
Saturday 12 March. 

This change will also apply to any individuals representing their school at an event or competition – for 
example, an individual representing their school at a debating competition (think of them as a team/group of 
one). 

For education outside the classroom (EOTC), this will mean that an offsite provider will not be able to ask 
children and young people participating in school-organised curriculum-related activities for evidence of 
vaccination. 

PTA EASTER RAFFLE: 

This year the PTA will once again be holding our Easter Raffle.  Tickets are $2 each and there are 3 Easter 

Hampers, worth $100 each, to be won.  This week your child will bring home a sheet containing 10 

tickets.  We understand that there are many families with 2, 3 or 4 children at school so please do not feel 

that you need to sell 20, 30 or 40 tickets.  It is just simpler from an administration point of view to print off one 

page for each child.  There will also be prizes for those children who sell the most tickets, and for these 

children, you can collect extra sheets of tickets from the office. We really appreciate any tickets that are sold, 

and the money raised will be put towards landscaping around Rooms 4, 5 and 6, and the new area outside 

the staff room.  We ask that all money and ticket sheets be returned to the office by Monday 11th April.  The 

prizes will be drawn on Wednesday 13th April.  

 

If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to ask any of the PTA members, or myself, Kathryn Taylor 

at custschoolpta@gmail.com 

 

 

 

mailto:custschoolpta@gmail.com


2022 Great Kiwi English, Science, and Mathematics Competitions 

Dear Parents and Caregivers  

The University of Canterbury is offering your child the opportunity to participate in the Great KIWI 

English, Mathematics and Science competitions. These competitions take place annually and are 

designed by New Zealand teachers for New Zealand students based on the New Zealand 

curriculum.  

The competitions are administered by the Centre for Evaluation and Monitoring (CEM) at the 

University of Canterbury. The competitions are open to all Year 5–10 students in English, 

Mathematics and Science. Students can enter in one or more subjects. The competition provides 

teachers, parents and students with an independent, comprehensive record of a student’s 

performance in key school subjects. The supervised online tests will take place in the last 3 weeks 

of Term 2.  

Certificates will be sent to all participating students and prizes will be awarded to top 

students. Entries are administered by the school. For further information, please consult the CAM 

website https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/cam/kiwicompetitions/ 

 

Please return THIS section to the school office by Tuesday 12 April. No late entries will be accepted.  

I give permission for my child   

DOB       Class  

to participate in the 2022 KIWI competitions.  

Please select the subjects you would like your child to enter.  

Subject Year Level Entry Cost Fees Enclosed 

English  $9.50  

Maths  $9.50  

Science  $9.50  

  Total $ 

Please pay by internet (School’s bank account number is 03 1592 0074218 00) reference 

child’s name and CEM Tests 
 

Name of parent /caregiver  

Signature  
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES AGENDA 
 

Cust School 
Meeting of the Board of Trustees 

to be held at 7.00 p.m. on 30 March 2022 

 

 

1.   Apologies 

Order Paper 
 

 

2. Minutes 

2.1 Minutes of the previous Board of Trustees meeting 

 

3. Correspondence Inwards  

 

3.1 Correspondence Outwards 
 

4. Principal’s Report (Curriculum) 

• Well Being 
• Maths 
• SOY Student Achievement 
 

5. Documentation & Self Review Report  

5.1 That the Documentation & Self Review Report be received. 
• School Docs 
• Pool Policy – draft 
• Communication Policy - draft 
• Professional Development 
• BOT Work Plan 
• Vaccine Mandates 
 
6. Personnel Report 
6.1 That the Personnel Report be received. 
• Appraisal 
• Principal’s Discretionary Leave 
• Teacher Aide position 
 
7. Property Report 
7.1 That the Property Report be received 

• Property Update 
 

8. Finance Report 

8.1.1 That the Finance report be received. 
8.2 That the accounts be received. 

• Monthly Accounts - February 
 

8. Health and Safety Report 
• Term Audit 
 

 

 

Date of next meeting:    19 May 2022 

 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
CUST NETBALL CLUB... 

…caters for players from school year 3 to 8 from Cust, West Eyreton and surrounding areas.  

Registrations are now open for the 2022 season. 
Due to Covid restrictions we have decided against holding our usual registration/open day and have opted for online 

registrations. 

Please go to www.sporty.co.nz/custnetball to register. 

An afternoon will be organised for year 7/8 trials if needed. 

Due to Covid restrictions, anyone 12 years and 3 months or older will need to be vaccinated to play on the North 
Canterbury courts this season and provide a valid vaccine pass 

Our club is run entirely by volunteers, if you are or someone you know are interested in helping with coaching, 
managing a team, umpiring (training provided) or just helping on the committee. Parents, grandparents or year 8 up 

students. Please make yourself known via email below. 

North Canterbury Netball run an umpire training program for kids year 5 and up, if your child is interested in learning 
to umpire, again make yourself known via email below. 

Questions? Email Alisa - custnetball@gmail.com 

http://www.sporty.co.nz/custnetball
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Sign up now at www.oxfordfc.co.nz or follow the link on 

our Facebook page. 

2022 REGISTRATION OPEN NOW 

   

  First Kicks (4+) 

  Fun Football (6+) 

  Mini Football (8+) 

  Youth Football (10+)* 

  Senior Football (18+)* 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   OXFORD FC  

 WELCOMES EVERYONE 

 

*OXFORD FC also plans to provide an alternative            

football program under the Covid-19 Framework for        

players aged 12+ who may not currently meet the              

NZ Football mandatory vaccination criteria for                

participation under Mainland Football. 


