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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 

            Friday, 23 February, 2018 - Week Four —Term 1 
 

“TIME FOR A CHANGE” 
 

“Effort and Attitude Determines My Abilities” 

 
Instead of:      Try Thinking: 
I’m not good at this (Fixed Mindset)   What am I missing? (Growth Mindset) 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 
Sorry but it seems the information “overload” continues.  Earlier this week I sent out a letter to all parents 
regarding our Pandemic Emergency Planning.  There were two parts to this – firstly a request to talk to your 
child(ren) about hygiene, reinforcing basic hygiene messages and secondly the importance of having 
accurate information for caregivers of each child. 
 
Over the last two weeks we have sent home, with the newsletter, the contact details form – please print it off 
and return it or there are printed copies in the office for you to fill in.  Again it is very important this 
information be returned, updated and accurate.  Thanks. 
 
After last year’s hectic schedule, we want to focus is on being “calm and considered” i.e. relaxed and 
ready for anything, being able to endure any difficulty. 
 
Children – we want the children to have a growth mindset (see above) and lessen the anxiety some face 
Relationships – children and adults – when interacting with each other to be calm, open minded and 
respectful 
 
The staff, as professionals, are also modelling these concepts, ensuring that programmes, throughout the 
school, are well considered, deliberately planned and thoughtfully implemented. This has been backed up 
by our finalised ERO review from last year. (for full report see BOT Tab on our school website) 
 
ERO: 
The purpose of ERO’s external evaluations is to give parents, whānau and the wider school community 
assurance about the quality of education children and young people receive. ERO reports on the equity and 
excellence of learning outcomes for all students and for specific groups including Māori students, Pacific 
students and students with additional learning needs. This includes a focus on accelerating learning for 
those students who need it. ERO also reports on the quality and effectiveness of the school’s processes and 
practices for continuing and sustaining improvement. 

Key strengths of the school  
• strong professional leadership which ensures that the strategic vision and values form a foundation 

for all school operations and decisions, resulting in a cohesive, learner-focused approach to all 
aspects of the school  
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• clear expectations and systems for teaching and learning that support sustained positive outcomes 
for learners  
 

• school-wide consistent and sustainable practices, documentation and reporting that ensure ongoing 
effective monitoring of school practices, understandings and outcomes for learners.  

 
Next steps   
 

• continuing to develop and embed school-wide bicultural understandings and practices to reflect more 
strongly the bicultural nature of Aotearoa New Zealand and affirm Māori learners as Māori  
 

• continuing to develop internal evaluation practices across the school to ensure a consistently 
evaluative approach.  
 

• ERO’s next external evaluation process and timing  
ERO is likely to carry out the next external evaluation in four-to-five years.  
 

SCHOOL DONATION AND ACTIVITY INVOICES  
While the Government’s policy to overhaul the school donation system will be considered for Budget 2018, 
the Board has decided to stay with the status quo. 
You will be receiving by separate email, and also a hard copy via your child, the 2018 School Donation and 
Activity Fee invoice. An explanation of how this is used has been emailed earlier this week.  If there appears 
to be any mistakes please contact the office. 
  
We do ask that you pay your donation and activity fee by the 31 March either by cheque or through internet 
banking – Cust Board of Trustees ref School Donation 03 1592 0074218 00. Tax deductible!  
 
If payment of any school activity is an issue, you are welcome to pay it off in smaller payments. 
Parents/caregivers are welcome to contact me for a private discussion on how we can help.  
 
SCHOOL INTERVIEWS – 3 WAY CONFERENCES 
These will be held in Week Six, on Monday 5 March and Tuesday 6 March. 
It is not too late to make an appointment.  Please follow the instructions below - Bookings are now open. 
. 

• To allocate a time for interviews you need to:  
• Go to  http://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz 
• Enter the event code unique to our school khqbf 
• Click on I am someone else, and 
• Enter your name, your student's name(s), and your email address and how many bookings i.e. 

number of children at school 
• On the next page, pick the teachers you want to meet, from the drop-down box. 
• Then you'll see a timetable showing when your chosen teachers are available. Simply click on the 

times that suit you. 
• When you have finished, your interview timetable will be emailed to you. And if something comes up, 

you can return to the site and change your interviews whenever you want. 
 

 
REMEMBER SCHOOL CLOSES AT 2PM ON THESE TWO DAYS 

MONDAY, 5 March & TUESDAY 6 MARCH. 
The bus will commence its run at 2pm also. 

 
 

http://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/


As I have said before, when home and school work together we can form powerful and positive connections 
that can really make a difference.  These conferences provide an opportunity to make these connections – 
how can we work together to ensure our children are their best. 
 
If you can’t make these times please contact the class teacher for alternatives. 

 
 
SWIMMING 
Today we had a large number of children competing at the Eyre Cluster Championship Swimming 
competition.  The children performed extremely well. From these results we are now selecting a team to 
compete at the Rakahuri Championships on Thursday, 8 March.  More details to come. 
 
 

JUNIOR SWIMMING SPORTS (YEARS 0 – 4) 
 

THURSDAY, 1 MARCH 
 

CUST POOL STARTING AT 1pm 

 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

Friday 23 February – Eyre Cluster Championship Swimming (Years 5-8) 
Thursday 1 March – Junior Swimming Sports (Years 0-4)  
Monday 5 March / Tuesday 6 March – Parent Interviews / Three Way Conferences 
Thursday 8 March – Rakahuri Swimming Competition 
Monday 19 – Wednesday 21 March – Year 7/8 Wainui Camp 
Thursday 22 March – Teachers Paid Union Meeting (to be confirmed) 
Thursday 22 March – North Canterbury Swimming Competition 
Monday 26 March – Canterbury Duathlon 
Friday 30 March / Monday 2 April / Tuesday 3 April – Easter Holiday 
Thursday 5 April – Canterbury Primary Schools Swimming Competition 
Monday 9 April – Life Education 
Friday 13 April – Term One ends 

 
 
Regards 
Robert 
 
POLICY REVIEW – HOME LEARNING 
From time to time you will be asked to review School Policies and Procedures.  This is done through a Self 
Review Website. 
Use the following steps to help you review any New School Policies and Procedure 
 

• Visit the website http://cust.schooldocs.co.nz/1893.htm 
• Enter the user name (cust) and password (piko). 
• Follow the link to the relevant policy as listed. 
• Read the policy. 
• Click the Policy Review button at the right hand top corner of the page. 
• Select the reviewer type "Parent". 
• Enter your name (optional). 
• Submit your ratings and comments. 

If you don't have internet access, school office staff can easily provide you with printed copies of the policy 
and the review form. 
 
 
 

http://cust.schooldocs.co.nz/1893.htm


 
TRAFFIC OUTSIDE SCHOOL 
As our school roll grows and the number of cars outside the school increases, particularly in the afternoon 
(3pm pick up), can I please request that you are calm and considerate when parking. 
That is, walking across the road at the appropriate place and parking appropriately (not across other 
peoples’ driveways and not in the middle of the road!). Let’s role model good and courteous road manners. 
Thanks. 
 
 
OXFORD AND DISTRICTS LIONS CLUB CHARITY GOLF TOURNAMENT 
Waimakariri  Gorge Golf Club 
Sunday 25 March 
Report 10.15am / Tee off 11am 
Cost $30 per player 
CHARITIES BEING SUPPORTED: 
CUST SCHOOL OUTDOOR DEVELOPMENT (PLAYGROUND) 
Contact person Warwick Croft  
crofty5@xtra.co.nz 
3125895 
GET A TEAM TOGETHER AND SUPPORT THIS EVENT 
 
 
 
ROOM ONE 
It has been an interesting week weather wise and with the changeable temperatures there are a few 
children with colds and dripping noses. I would appreciate if each family could provide a family sized box of 
tissues for the class to use please. Saves the sleeves! 
 
In the classroom, at the moment, we are focussing on learning about Money in Maths, the children’s 
personal Reading, Writing and Phonics goals and ‘All About Me’ in Topic. 
 
If you have any odds and ends – boxes, scraps of material, wool, cotton reels etc that you do not need any 
more, I have a class full of children that like to make and create and would greatly appreciate them. Thanks. 
 
A reminder that the Junior Swimming Sports are on next Thursday, 1 March in the afternoon. 
 
Enjoy your weekend, 
Kennys 
 
 
ROOM THREE  
Tena Koutou  
This week the weather has put a halt to our swimming, however this has meant that Room 3 has had time to 
focus on our ‘All About Me’ unit which is great. Spelling lists are now up and running and are located in the 
front of their homework books. They will be tested on their spelling words every Friday. The first part of the 
measurement unit is now finished and as of next week we will be working on Number which Room 3 are all 
very excited about.  
 
Thank you to those who came to the ‘Meet the Teacher’ evening, it was fantastic to see such a great turn 
out. 
 
Nga mihi, James 
 
SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB 
Brochures went home last week.  If you would like to place an order please return with your payment by 
Monday, 29 February.  Cheques made out to Scholastic NZ.  
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ROOMS TWO AND FOUR 
Kia Ora 

As we are working collaboratively as a 'middle school' team, and also to eliminate repeating information, we 

have decided to amalgamate our 2 newsletters into one. 

Literacy:This week we have been 'tweaking' our reading programme, so some students may have changed 

teacher/work space as we continue to develop the best teaching and learning for every child. Reading time 

may also include spelling, grammar and writing so to ensure everyone is getting the necessary scaffolding, 

support and/or extension as required for daily literacy, this 'jiggling' may take a few weeks! 

Numeracy: All students in Y3,4,and 5 are currently working on statistics and are learning to take a statistical 

investigation. Ask your child what this means exactly! 

Swimming: Last Friday our Y5 non championship students went and swam at Dudley Pool.  They did really 

well and we had some great results. 

This Friday it was the Championship swimmers turn.  These children have been training very hard and 

raced against children from Oxford Area School, West Eyreton, Swannanoa and View Hill.  Again the Cust 

children did an amazing job and we had some wonderful results.  The children who have qualified go 

through to represent Cust School at the Rakahuri Swimming Championship.   

Next Thursday (1 March @ 1.00pm) it will be Y0-4 swimming sports, held at the Cust Pool. After such a 

lovely summer we are delighted to see how well our swimmers are doing and this will be an opportunity for 

them to demonstrate their skills. 

Topic: Both Rooms 2&4 (when there is a spare hour or two) are continuing to work on their 'Me' unit. Self-

portraits are being completed and other activities celebrating strengths and differences, belonging and 

finding out about each other are underway. 

Kapahaka: Students will need to make a decision this week on whether to be a kapahaka team member or 

not. It is too difficult for both coach and teachers to have children changing their minds on a weekly basis. 

Studyladder: All Year 3-4 students have a studyladder password for school and home use. However 

please note the new limit, outside school hours, is only 3 activities per child. 

Self-Management - as part of our Key Competencies Y4 and Y5 children and up are expected to become 

self-managers and take responsibility for their homework. They are capable of writing up their own reading 

logs etc. Your signature is important to endorse their effort. 

Thank you for supporting your child. 
 

Have a great weekend 

Eddie, Linda, Ros 

 
ROOM FIVE 
We are well underway now with our routines and this week this was shown by the spelling and grammar 
programme that takes place in the morning after fitness. Everyone is now able to really work hard 
independently on their activities showing that they are very hard working Year 6’s. In reading, activities are 
being completed with some really outstanding results. Well done to Billie, Caitlin and Sophie for being the 
first ones to get points and they all got excellence for their first activities as well. Great job!  
 
Great to see a big group off to the ‘Championship' swimming today at Dudley. Every year I am always 
amazed by the swimming ability in the senior school.  
 
Have a good weekend.  
Hannah  



 
ROOMS SIX AND SEVEN 
Room 6 and 7 have been very busy this week, working on both our ‘Piko’s Tips’ and our guided ‘Number the 
Stars’ reading units.  The children are benefiting from direct teaching, shared examples, and peer / teacher 
feedback, to ensure that they are continuing to rocket ahead.  We are seeing some very impressive models, 
writing, and advertisements!  Children should be working on these at home also, managing their own time 
according to after school commitments.  
 
In maths, we have been exploring different types of data displays and what they can tell us: box and whisker 
plots, bar graphs and pie charts.  We’ve also been continuing to work on our basic facts accuracy and 
speed, as these are integral to progress in mathematics. 
 
Have a fabulous weekend, 
Miriam Bell and AnnMaree Schuyt 
 
 
BOARD REPORT 
Report from the BOT Chair: 

Ka whangaia, ka tupu, ka puāwai 
That which is nurtured grows, then blossoms 

 
This week, the Cust School Board of Trustees held our first meeting of the year. Once again, I was 
nominated for and accepted the position of Chairperson of the Board of Trustees. It is a privilege and a 
pleasure to continue in the role for another year.  
 
The majority of our meeting was spent discussing and hearing about the upcoming plans for Cust School in 
2018. From the professional learning the staff are going to undertake, to the teaching and learning plans for 
the students and from school camps to the upcoming Board of Trustees self-review – this year is certainly 
going to be: Time for a Change!!!  
 
There is really only one thing that I wish to draw everyone’s attention to and that is the stunning, positive 
and accurate ERO report that was finalized over the summer. Cust School is doing great things for the 
children who attend, and it was reassuring to have that confirmed and validated by the team who spent a 
few days in the school late last year. Quite simply this impressive report/review was made possible by the 
simple test that the Board of Trustees, the Principal, the teachers and the staff apply to every decision we 
make....WHAT IS BEST FOR THE CHILDREN? When they are at the centre of every policy, action and 
decision, then wonderful and ongoing learning occurs. 
 
I wish everyone a positive, vibrant and stimulating 2018. 
 
Tim Heidmann 
BOT Chair 
 

SUPPORT CUST SCHOOL TO WIN 
$25,000, $15,000 or $10,000 

To spend on Science or Technology. 
Genesis school-gen 

Schools with the most votes win. 
To vote for Cust School go to: 

http://www.schoolgen.co.nz/voteforyourschool/ 

Please vote daily until 2 April. 
Thank you for your support! 

http://www.schoolgen.co.nz/voteforyourschool/


 
PTA NEWS 
Our next meeting is Tuesday, 27 February at 7:30 pm in the Multipurpose Room. All parents/caregivers are 

welcome to attend these meetings. We are always looking for new people to join the Committee.  
   
Pre-loved uniform sales are available for a gold coin donation.  
Available in the room across from the office.  
   
For more information/contact details:  
Website: www.cust.school.nz (School Info Tab)  
Facebook: Cust School Parent Teacher Association  
Email: custschoolpta@gmail.com  
Cust School PTA Bank Account: 03 1783 0502131 03  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 
 
 
WANTED 
Hello there 
It's Natalie Kearns here (Finlay & Poppy's mum) we are looking for a place to rent in Cust or the surrounding 
area for 5/6 months whilst we build. 
My cell is 02040964056 if anyone knows of any short term rentals.  Thank you. 
 
 
 
PIANO, OR VIOLIN OR GUITAR LESSONS  

Due the migration of some students to high school, I have a couple of spaces for students interested in 

private piano, violin, or guitar lessons at Cust School. 

For those who may not know me, I have a degree in Performance Music and have played as a professional 

musician here and overseas.  I have enjoyed teaching for well over two decades now -although I suspect I 

have become an even better teacher since becoming a Mum!  

I teach at Cust School during the school day which is very convenient if you, like us, have a busy after 

school schedule! 

Emma Smetham 027 299 9580 

 
CUST NETBALL CLUB 
Cust Netball Club online registrations are open. Please complete the form on this link to register for your child 
to play netball in 2018. https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/70311. Any queries email custnetball@gmail.com, 
follow us on Facebook. 
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