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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 
 
Short and sweet this time. 
It is the end of Term 1 and there are a good number of children who need a bit of rest and relaxation to 
recharge the batteries. It seems the “bugs” have hit early this year! 
 
It has been a busy and successful first term and we look forward to the challenges that lie ahead – these 
challenges make my job interesting and fun. 
 
A few important notices: 
 
ANZAC Day – Wednesday, 25 April – Memorial Service at Cust Community Centre, 10.00 am. 
Following the service there will be wreath laying and Last Post at the Cust Memorial.  Wreaths will also be 
laid at the West Eyreton Memorial Hall gates.  All would be most welcome to attend. 
We will remember them. 
 
Cross Country: 
After a successful swimming programme, we hit next term with cross country training. We have a number of 
senior children who are fit and who want to achieve well at this event. If your child wants to do well then they 
will have to continue to train over the holidays: we begin to lose fitness after a week off. Keep it fun, have 
some variety and utilize the Cust Domain as a training ground or some hills. Good luck. 
 
Term 2 Calendar 
Monday 30 April     Term 2 starts 
Tuesday 1 May    HPV Vaccinations 
Monday 7 May – Friday 11 May  Cust School Book Week 
Tuesday 15 May    PTA Meeting 
Wednesday 16 May    BOT Meeting 
Wednesday 16  / Thursday 17 May  EPro8 Challenge 
Monday 21 May    School Cross Country 
Tuesday, 22 May    Positive Puberty Parent Evening 
Friday 25 May     Winter Sports Begins 
Monday 28 May    Cluster Cross Country 
Monday 4 June    Queen’s Birthday 
Wednesday 6 June    North Canterbury Cross Country 
Wednesday 20 June    Canterbury Cross Country 
Friday 22 June    School Disco 
Friday 29 June    NZ Playhouse 
Monday 2 / Tuesday 3 July   Three Way Conferences 
Friday 6 July     Term 2 Ends 
 
 
Lastly enjoy your holidays  
 
Robert 
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ROOM ONE 
What an interesting weather week to end the term on!. 
 
The children were very excited to visit the Life Education caravan, meet Harold and learn about ‘Growth and 
Change’. In Topic we have been talking about emotions and facial expressions and this week we have 
focussed on ‘happy’ and ‘sad’. We will continue with this next term. In Maths the children have been learning 
about – numbers from 1-10, groups within 5 and groups with 5. Our poem this week has been a version of ‘If 
You’re Happy and You Know It’ – lots of fun, ask your child to sing you a verse! 
 
Have a restful break, 
Kennys 
 

ROOMS TWO AND FOUR 
Kia Ora, 

After a challenging week of weather (who could believe it after such a glorious Easter!) I think everyone is 
just about ready for another change of scenery! Nevertheless, we have managed to participate in, and 
thoroughly enjoy our learning in the visiting Life Education Classroom. The focus has been ‘change and 
growth’ which is a perfect introduction to our next unit (following the Commonwealth Games) and as always it 
is lovely to have a different learning environment. 

Room 2 has been reading/listening to ‘Bad Jelly the Witch’ and we have completed a variety of activities 
around this great old story including storyboards helping us to learn about sequencing, and ordering events. 
These will be on display in the classroom next term. 

In Mrs String’s writing workshops we have been learning to use Y charts to help us write character 
descriptions, and have had lots of fun creating ‘Who am I’s ‘ for us to guess. We are putting together writing 
workshop booklets of all our work to bring home and share at the end of Term 2. 

In Mr F’s writing group we have been writing about the great outdoors (This was planned before the bad 
weather).  The children are very motivated with this topic.  We have been writing about mountain biking, 
camping and hunting. The students have published these stories and will be in their portfolios at the end of 
Term 2. The boys are starting to show some very good shifts with their writing. Parents pop in for a chat any 
time about your child’s writing.  

In Mr F’s numeracy workshop the children have been exposed to multiplication skills.  They are learning to 
put problems into an algorithm and then practise these skills. In reading we have had a finishing off 
week.  Children have been completing their Can Do activities.  Some of the children are working with 
someone else from their level and completing a variety of projects based around activities to add into a 
journal. 

In Mrs F’s writing we have published our “How a Spider Makes its Web” and they are displayed in Room 4. 
The children have made a fantastic effort in writing these. Also, Easter poetry is on display for the Thursday 
Creative writing group. Please feel free to visit and have a read. 

Kia pai tō mutunga hararei  
(Have a great holiday) 
Eddie, Linda & Ros 

 
 
ROOM THREE 
Kia ora parents/caregivers 
 
It has been a successful start to the year thanks to your support over the past 11 weeks. It was fantastic to 
see the students participating fully and enjoying the Life Education Caravan this week with Harold. There was 
plenty of learning to take away from our two sessions with the Life Education team and this will help lead into 
our topic of ‘change’ for next term. 
 
Have a safe and happy holiday. 
Nga mihi 
James 



ROOM FIVE 
What a busy week we have had trying to get everything finished before the holidays. A big focus has been on 
publishing our character descriptions. We are making a character description book for our class library. I am 
really impressed at how hard the class have worked at adding detail and interesting language. As a result, 
we have got a lot of very entertaining pieces of writing. Here is a sneak peak at a part of two character 
descriptions: 

 
Bethany Coal is an interesting character. She has crystal clear blue eyes, a 

knee-height silky black dress, and small slimy green gloves that go with her 

clean light green sneakers. She also has long blonde shiny hair, glossy dark 

scarlet lips and a fluffy pink imaginary cloud she stands on because it 

apparently makes her invisible which is good as she doesn’t like to be seen.  

(By Billie)  

 
Bob is part werewolf, dragon and vampire. He turns a midnight black if he’s in 

the sun for too long. He has werewolf fur under his pale white shirt. His shorts 

hide his hazel fur and his shoes hide his massive feet. He wears a size 16! He 

has dragon eyes that gleam in the light. He has razor sharp dragon scales all 

the way down his arms and legs. He also has vampire blood dripping fangs. When 

he turns into a bat he is as fast as a peregrine falcon. (By Sam D)  

 

Room 5 have also benefited this week from some good messages from Life Education. It’s always fun to see 
Harold! 
 

Enjoy the school holidays!  
Hannah  
 
 
ROOMS SIX AND SEVEN 
This week we have been working at completing our Piko's reading awards programme.  Throughout this unit, 
there have been many opportunities for a whole lot of learning to take place! The quality of literacy responses 
has greatly improved, we have been able to clearly model expectations of work produced; relevant to the 
varying needs in our classes. This allows us to cater for both extra support and extension within our classes. 
It has been successful in helping children begin to learn how to manage their time also; many are just at the 
beginning of learning this skill.  We will continue to focus on this throughout the year. 

We have completed our maths unit on Number/Operations/Strategies.  We begin next term studying 
Geometry, for the first 4 weeks.  Life Education visits this week have seen us learning about 'Change' and 
how our brain works. Other topics introduced were 'Keeping a Balance', 'Dealing with Stress as we Grow' 
(which includes social media) and 'Friendships'.  

Term One has come to an end; it has been very busy and productive. A highlight has definitely been our 
camp to Wainui. The senior students proved to us just how special 'Cust kids' really are!  They were 
responsible, helpful, kind and caring. Showing courage, determination whilst participating in all challenges 
with an overall strong team spirit prevailing. We are very proud of you all. Thank you Room 6 & 7 students for 
helping making our class trip so enjoyable.   

We would also like thank all of the parents and caregivers for your support this term in your children's 
learning inside and outside the classroom setting. This includes our camp parents and those that provide 
transport to and from the many sports events our students participate in. Also thank you to the kind folk who 
have already offered help at the book fair in week two next term. 

Wishing you all a safe and happy holiday, 
Miriam, Annmaree and Robert. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BOOK WEEK 
Monday 7 - Thursday 10 May. 
 
Dress up/Book Parade Day Thursday 10 May 9:15am 

Exciting news, Cust's Biannual Book Week is coming up soon; early next term in Week 2. We all love reading 
and books, it will be a wonderful opportunity to share favourites together. 

So, it is time for all students (teachers and parents too if they wish) to start thinking about which favourite 
book character they would like to dress up as this year at school!! Dress up day will be on the Thursday. We 
will have a book character parade and judging of best costumes from each class. With Book Week being 
held shortly after the school holidays, it will hopefully give everyone a chance and opportunity to think 
creatively and gather the necessary materials. 

In conjunction with Scholastic Books, we have also organised a Book Fair here at Cust School also in Week 
Two Term 2.  Books will be on display in the school's multi-purpose room each day for half an hour before 
and after school, from 8:30am Monday to Wednesday 3:30pm through till the final session on Thursday just 
before school only from 8:30 till 9pm.  There will be a selection of picture books, fiction and non-fiction 
available to look at and purchase if you wish.  

If any parents are available to assist at any of the before or after school sessions supporting our senior 
student volunteers, I would really appreciate if you could let me know asap. We would really appreciate any 
offers of help thank you. This will allow us to organise a timetable/roster. Parent duty would involve 
supervising, taking details of any orders required and ensuring any books paid for are recorded/receipted. 
We need an adult helper present at each 'open session' 8:30 - 9pm, and briefly after school at 3 - 3:30pm 
that week.  

Happy reading!! 
Annmaree Schuyt. 
 
 
CERTIFICATES 
Room One: Well done to Amelie for showing success in Piko’s Tips by using her knowledge of letters, 

sounds and words to help her reading and writing. 
Excellence awarded to Lachlan – congratulations on getting all your spelling words correct this 
term. 
Excellence awarded to Maddy – congratulations on getting all your spelling words correct this 
term. 

Room Two: Great work awarded to Anna for showing excellent focus and great team work.  Well done 
Anna. 
Student of the week awarded to Eva for demonstrating a ‘new found’ positive attitude to all her 
work.  Keep it up Eva! 

Room Three: Well done to Kate for showing success in Piko’s tips.  Congratulations Kate you have made 
such amazing progress in your handwriting. 
Great work award to Jed for being a fantastic class member and giving 100% in all your 
school work. 
Student of the Week awarded to Grace for being a kind, considerate class member.  Well 
done Grace. 

Room Four: Student of the Week awarded to Aaron for a massive improvement in his reading and 
numeracy skills. 

  Student of the Week awarded to Louisa for a consistent, positive attitude and effort in writing. 
Room Five: Star Student awarded to Charlie for writing a fabulous character description that is full of ‘juicy’ 

words and is very entertaining. 
 Star Student awarded to Rangimarie for an excellent attitude to learning.  Often you show a 

wonderful growth mindset. 
Room Six: Great work to Paige for fabulous improvement and focus in Maths. 
 Great work to Finn for demonstrating awesome focus and strategy during our Piko’s Tips 

reading unit. 
 Great work to Ribh for fabulous improvement in long multiplication. 
Room Seven: Student of the Week awarded to Connor W. for showing great effort in Mathematics. 
  Student of the Week awarded to Lakin for working extremely hard in Mathematics. 
 



PTA NEWS 
Our next meeting is Tuesday, 15 May at 7:30 pm in the Multipurpose Room. All parents/caregivers are 

welcome to attend these meetings. We are always looking for new people to join the Committee.  

   
Pre-loved uniform sales are available for a gold coin donation.  

Available in the room across from the office.  

   
For more information/contact details:  

Website: www.cust.school.nz (School Info Tab)  

Facebook: Cust School Parent Teacher Association  

Email: custschoolpta@gmail.com  
Cust School PTA Bank Account: 03 1783 0502131 03  

 
 
FISH AND CHIPS, AMERICAN HOT DOGS – alternate Thursdays 
Commencing Week Two, Term Two – Thursday, 10 May 
All orders need to be in the office by 9.00am.  No late orders as we will not be going down to the hotel. 
 
Please note the following: 

 All envelopes (no scraps of paper and notes left on the counter are acceptable), are to be clearly 
labelled with names (please put full names as we have several children at school with the same 
Christian names)  

 Correct monies (as no change will be given) 

 No add-ons, as this service is solely for the items listed below from the Cust Hotel. 
 
Prices are as follows: 

1 scoop chips  $2.00  ½ scoop chips  $1.00 
Hot Dog  $2.50  Fish   $2.50 
Sausage  $2.50  American Hot Dog $3.50 

  Mince Pie  $5.00  Mince & Cheese $5.00 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 
 
HONEY FOR SALE – LIQUID MEADOW 
Honey collected from Cust area from my beehives.  250g jars $6 or 2 jars for $10. 
Call Josh Wyatt 027 2357135.  Thank you. 
 
BREAKFAST CHURCH – ST DAVID’S 
You are invited to a breakfast church at 8.30am Sunday, 29 April at St David’s Church Hall, Man Road, Cust. 
All welcome, great opportunity to socialize over a meal. 
Donation to cover cost would be appreciated. 
RSVP to Ann 3125513 or Maree 3124223. 
 
RSA POPPIES – ANZAC DAY 
You will have received an envelope with some poppies in that we distribute on behalf of the Cust-West Eyreton RSA.  
Please return the envelope with your donation per poppy, or any unwanted poppies to the school office.  It would be 
appreciated.  Thank you. 
 

ANZAC Day – Wednesday, 25 April – Memorial Service at Cust Community Centre, 10.00 am. 
Following the service there will be wreath laying and Last Post at the Cust Memorial.  Wreaths will also be laid at the 
West Eyreton Memorial Hall gates.  All would be most welcome to attend. 
We will remember them.   
 
ST MARGARET’S COLLEGE OPEN DAY 
St Margaret's College, Christchurch, Open Day - Friday 11 May 2018, Time: 10:30am to 1:00pm. 
Principal's Address: 11:45am featuring current principal, Gillian Simpson, and incoming principal, Diana Patchett.  For 
those looking at boarding options, we have an SMC Boarders' Sleepover on Friday 11 May at 4:30pm to 10:00am on 
Saturday 12 May. Pre-registration for this is required by emailing lizzie.d@stmargarets.school.nz 
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