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6 March, 2016
Cust School Donation and Activity Fee, 2016
Donation:
In an ideal world all schools would be funded sufficiently to deliver top quality programmes and facilities without needing to ask for donations or ask parents to fundraise for us. Sadly, this is not the case.

The government allocates funds to schools for their basic operations as well as specific budgets for property and staffing. Basic operation funds are based on decile rank, which is based on a census review of household income in each school’s parent community. Decile 1 schools are funded per pupil at approximately double the rate of Decile 10 schools, such as ours.

While adequate funding in low decile schools is important, high decile schools struggle to cover the range of resource needs and programmes our children need and our community expects us to provide and while our PTA does a great job, it is an impossible task for them to make up the difference with fundraising alone.

Your donations were spent on resources such as library books, reading materials, computer software and maintenance, and classroom furniture, as well as supplying extra part time staff for a range of programmes.

Despite these challenges, the Board has maintained the donation at previous years levels. We have only been able to do this because of the great support of the PTA and judicious financial management by the Board.

The board of trustees sets the level of the school donation and advertises it to parents. The amount is set at the first board meeting of the school year.
The school could not operate without this donation. It is currently set at $90 for one child, $150 for two children, and $200 for three or more children from the same family. Payment of the donation is voluntary.
Don’t forget, your donations are tax deductible. This means IRD pays you up to 33 cents for every dollar that you donate to the school. If you pay your donation before 31 March you can apply for your IRD rebate in April.
We do request that you pay your donation by the 31st March either by cheque or through internet banking,  Cust Board of Trustees ref School Donation 03 1592 0074218 00 
Robert Schuyt

Principal

Activity Fee:

Teachers plan a variety of trips, shows and special events to support and enhance the class programme. These activities are funded through the Activity Fee. 

Activity fees will be invoiced each term for the actual costs of optional equipment, experiences, and services, which are extra to the school’s curriculum obligations. It also goes towards curriculum based activities which involve a “take home” component for the student to keep.

Parents will receive an activities invoice at the beginning of each term for costs relating to transport and entry fees, performance fees, etc.

Any camps are invoiced separately to the Activity Fee, as are any activity for just a small group of students.

The expectation is that every child will participate in each activity and the cost of the activity should not stop any child from participating. If payment of any school activity is an issue, you are welcome to pay it off in smaller payments. Parents are welcome to contact the Principal for a private discussion on how we can help.

Any students with activity fees not paid at the end of each term will not be able to join in trips for the following term unless a parent or caregiver has an arrangement with the office for making payments.
Year 7&8 Technology Fees 

Year 7 & 8 students attend Technology – food technology, fabric technology and hard material technology. 

A fee is charged by the training facility to cover the cost of materials  -  $47.
A Guide to Term One Activity Fee (refer invoice for actual costs)
$5 
All Year 5 – 8 children   
Swimming (for Dudley Pool costs) 

+ bus
$5 
Junior School


Life Education
Hapara $5

