
CustArea Schools 150thReunion  1867-2017 

 

Preparations are underway to celebrate the sesquicentennial of schools in theCustDistrict on 

the10th to 12th November next year.  The various celebrations planned will include present 

and past pupils, staff, trustees and committee members of the Cust School and alsothose of 

the former Summerhill and Springbank schools which are now closed.   

To enrol for the celebrations visit the Cust School’s web site or contact the school. 

 

Cust School 

 

On July 14, 1866 a meeting of 13 settlers was held at John Messent’s Accommodation 

House, known now as the Cust Hotel, to discuss establishing a school at Cust.   

The meeting resolved that a school should be established under the provisions of the 

Ordinance for Government schools. 

Another meeting a week later drafted the Cust Educational District’s Boundary and approved 

the offer of two adjoining half acres of land on the terrace where the Union church now 

stands.  A building fund was started and 40 householders declared their willingness to meet 

the required share of annual expenses for an educational district. 

A district school committee was elected and a proclamation was received signed by 

Superintendent Moorhouse which agreed on the boundaries of the Cust Educational District. 

The first school called the Cust Valley School was built of sun dried clay bricks with a timber 

roof.  It cost 272 pounds and opened its doors on July 21, 1877, with a roll of 20. 

The first school master was John Dobson and he lived in a school house next door to the 

school after it was built for him in 1869.  

By 1874 the site and size of the school was being questioned as it then had a roll of around 

100 pupils and space was inadequate. 

Householders met and decided to buy 3 acres on the site of the present school from William 

Crysellfor 75 pounds. 

Early in 1876 a tender from Mr Seager was accepted for a new building and this was finished 

by July 1876.  A new school master’s house was built north of the school in 1878.   

At this time there were 173 pupil’s names on the roll. 

This school building was designed and built in the shape of a cross with 4 rooms and it was 

situated where the netball court is now.  It continued until 1954when it was deemed unsafe 

and draughty in strong windsand it was replaced with the present building of 3 class rooms.  

This wasbuilt for 12,808 pounds and it opened on February 10, 1955. 

In recent times 2 relocatable class rooms, a library/class room, administration office block 

and a multi- purpose hall have been added to the school’s facilities.  The office is on the site 

of the former dental clinic and the hall is on the site of the former school house which was 

sold and relocated. 

The school now has a roll of around 140 pupils, 7 teachers and is rated a Decile 10 school.  

The school’s motto is “Be Your Best”. 

 

Summerhill School  1879-1943 

 

Because of the distance to travel for Summerhill children a side school of Cust was built there 

and opened in 1879 with 34 pupils enrolled.  For the first few years the school was under the 

jurisdiction of the Cust master and committee.  It became a social meeting place for residents 

in the area, Sunday School and church services were held there and also it was a Post Office 

1910-1913.  A house was also built there for the teacher in 1883. 

The school closed in 1943 with a roll of 7 children.  The schooland 2.5 acres of land were 

sold in 1947 and the house shifted to Cust. 

The former school building is now a private residence.   

 

 

 



 

 

 

Stoke/Springbank 1870-1975 

School 

 

The Stoke school was first situated at the top of the S bend on Terrace road.  

Residents first petitioned the Provincial Board of Education in 1869 asking for a new school 

district closer to their homes.  After the Fernside and Custschool’s boundaries were altered a 

new Stoke Educational District was gazetted in 1870. 

Residents agreed on a plan for the school and a teacher’s house and to the rates for financing 

it. A tender was let to John Carter for 240 pounds to erect the buildings.   

The first master Mr McClure opened the school’s doors and enrolled 32 children on  

November 8, 1870. 

Ten days after the school opened the Chief Inspector of Schools Mr JP Restell reported that 

he was not pleased with the building which appeared to be unsatisfactorily built and lined 

with green wood that had warped and shrunk.  The lining was soon replaced as was the 

chimney which was rebuilt as the fireplace fogged the room with smoke.  The school served 

another 20 years before it was replaced in 1890 with a new building. 

In 1875 the school had the highest number of pupils on its roll, 41 boys and 24 girls. 

The second school building was shifted to a new site at Springbank by the Railway station in 

1923.   

This shift was so it was situated in a more central position in the school’s district. 

A school house was built near the school and also a swimming pool. The school closed in 

1975 with 10 pupils.  For a time the Shirley Intermediate used the facilities for classes on 

rural subjects until water problems ended this scheme. 

The school land and buildings were sold by the Education Department and the buildings still 

remain on the site. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Cust Valley School  1867-1876 


