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   Friday, 20 November, 2020 – Week Six —Term 4 

   

BE YOUR BEST   
Kia Rawa Pai   

   
WAYS TO BE YOUR BEST - 

                                Solve Problems - be persistent 
- show effort 
- take action 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK  
Greetings to all the kura families  
 
Tēnā koutou e ngā whānau o te kura 

 
Strategic Planning - Community Survey Feedback.  
Tuesday 24 November 7pm - Multipurpose Room - followed by PTA Meeting 
(7.30pm). All welcome. 

  
2021 PLANNING: 
With 4 weeks to go, we are well into planning for 2021. Tying in with the above meeting, and having 
reported this information to the Board, I can assure you we have utilised the information and themes 
you gave us from the community survey and have some exciting developments, on many levels, 
which will ensure 2021 is stimulating, powerful and CONNECTED. 

A question we ask (and you should too) is… 

How connected and committed are our students to their learning? How do we 

know? 

The good thing is we do know. For the past 2 years, our school and our Community of Learning 
Schools (18 in total), have completed the following: 

Me and My School Survey 

Me and My School is a unique, research-based student engagement survey designed for New 
Zealand students Years 4 to 10. It offers a snapshot of the learning culture in your school, 
standardised data to track progress over time and a nationally referenced gender, ethnicity, and 
year level comparison.  
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So how engaged are Cust children? REALLY WELL! 
 
Compared to the National median and Puketeraki schools our children score above these 
scores 
Eg  Year 8 National Median   58 
 Year 8 Puketeraki Median  55 
 Year 8 Cust Median   68 
 
Descriptors for our children include statements like… 

 
 
What this tells me and I know, after many years’ experience, both 
professionally and personally, is that our senior school is offering 
teaching and learning programmes which: 

1. Balances proficiency in core subjects, powerful knowledge, with 
competencies 

2. Engages the children 
3. Offers choice and challenge 
4. Ensures the children are ready for High School 

 
 

Junior Athletics: 
Next Wednesday we have the Junior Athletics (see timetable below) 
Children will need their hats and a drink bottle. 

Watching kid’s sports is a pure pleasure for most parents. However there have been some extreme 
behaviours, like at a youth football game, a player’s father brandished a .357 Magnum during a dispute over 
his son’s playing time. None of that please! 

Or Primary school bans all parents from sports days for ‘over competitive behaviour’ – true story! 
 
People who know me can attest that I am very competitive and I enjoy the feeling of winning. Most children 
are naturally competitive, and I still believe we should foster this, but in a realistic way. Our school motto is 
BE YOUR BEST. They can’t always be THE best, but they can try their hardest and make their (not ours) 
goals achievable. Remember they are young, it’s not the Olympics, they will fail at some stage and need to 
know how to cope with this, so… 
 
Please focus on: 
Emphasize enjoyment rather than winning 
Research on young athletes’ motives for playing sports has consistently shown that their primary objective is 
to have fun. Studies also indicate that the main reason why youngsters drop out of sports is because it’s no 
longer any fun for them. Simply stated, children want to play sports to have a good time. When the enjoyment 
disappears, so do they. 

 

Scale score

(es)

105

95

85

75

65

55

45

35

25

15

5

100

90

80

70

60

50

40

30

20

10

The Student Engagement Scale

Students are convinced that they pay attention in class. They strongly agree that their friends think school is important and that they feel
comfortable sharing problems with their teachers. They strongly disagree that school is boring.

Students strongly agree that they are interested in what they are learning at school and are convinced it is relevant to their lives. They
strongly agree that they look for ways to improve their work and that they complete their homework properly. Students have a strong
sense of pride in the school. They strongly agree that their teachers like them.

Students strongly believe that their families' culture is treated with respect by the teachers. They are proud to be at the school.
Students agree that they take school seriously. They agree that they can talk to teachers about their schoolwork. Students disagree
that their classes are a waste of time. They believe they have a lot of respect for the teachers. S tudents agree that they feel safe
at school but also agree that they of ten feel bored in class.

School is strongly associated with positive feelings and good moods. Students are convinced that their school community is caring. They
strongly agree that they find it easy to concentrate on what they are doing in class.

Students strongly agree that they take school seriously. They are convinced that there is just the right amount of challenge at school for
them. Students strongly agree that they respect the teachers and care what the teachers think of them. They strongly agree that they
take notice of the comments teachers make about their work. They strongly agree that they feel safe at school. Students agree that they
look forward to going to school each morning. They disagree that school is boring.
Students have a strong belief that they are making progress at school. They strongly disagree that school is a waste of time. Students
strongly agree that they like learning new things at school. Students agree that they find it easy to concentrate in class and that their
teachers help them learn. They agree that their friends think school is important and that they talk to other people about what they are
learning at school.

Students feel that they are making progress at school and agree that their teachers help them learn. They agree that they like learning
new things in class and that it is important to behave well at school. Students disagree that they look forward to going to school each
morning.

Students agree that it is important to behave well and that they respect other people's space and property. They agree that teachers
respect their family's culture. Students disagree that their friends think school is important and that their schoolwork helps in things they
do out of school. They disagree that they do their homework properly and that they find it easy to concentrate on what they are doing in
class. They do not associate school with good moods and disagree that they care what teachers think of them. Students disagree that
their teachers help them learn. They strongly agree that they of ten feel bored in class.

Students agree that school often feels like a waste of time. They disagree that they are interested in what they learn at school and that
they take school seriously. Students disagree that they find it easy to talk to their teachers about their schoolwork. They do not care about
doing their best work and disagree that they are proud to be at the school. Students strongly disagree that they feel comfortable talking
to their teachers about problems.

Students strongly disagree that they look forward to going to school and strongly believe that school is a waste of time. Students strongly
disagree that they find it easy to concentrate in class and that their homework is done properly. They strongly disagree that they care
what their teachers think of them and that their friends think school is important. Students disagree that they have a lot of respect for
their teachers.

Students strongly agree that it is important to behave well at school and that they respect other people's space and property. Students
agree that they pay attention in class and that their homework is done properly. They agree that they care what the teachers think of
them and that most of their teachers like them. Students agree they are interested in what they learn at school and that they look for
ways to improve their work.

Students strongly disagree that their family's culture is treated with respect by the teachers. They strongly disagree that school is associated
with good moods. Students are convinced that they do not take school seriously and pay attention in class. They strongly disagree that
they find it easy to talk to their teachers about schoolwork.

Students strongly disagree that they look for ways to improve their work and care that they are doing their best work. They strongly
disagree that they are proud to be at the school and that they have a lot of respect for their teachers.
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Skill development 
Physical growth and development happen at different rates in youngsters. The kids need to understand this. 
It is particularly important that children whose skill is lagging not view this as a permanent condition. Parents 
who praise self-improvement efforts can help their kids derive pleasure from their progress over time. This 
creates many worthwhile experiences in sports — even for athletes who never will be stars. 

Give kids an opportunity for early success 
Properly structured learning situations are designed to ensure some degree of initial success. And when 
children perform sport skills correctly, they should be given ample amounts of verbal praise or nonverbal 
forms of reinforcement— a smile, a pat on the back, a high-five. In other words, catch the young athlete 
doing something right. In addition, liberally reinforce effort and achievement. Remember, whether kids show 

it or not, it’s the positive things you say and do that stick with them. 
 
JUNIOR ATHLETICS SPORTS – Years 0-4 
Wednesday 25 November 
12.15pm Lunch 
1.00pm Assemble, cards attached and break into groups 
1.15pm First Rotation 
1.30 pm Second Rotation 
1.45pm Third Rotation 
2.00pm Fourth Rotation 
2.15pm 50m Sprints 70m Sprints          Relay           Parent & child piggy back race 
 

 1.15pm 1.30pm 1.45pm 2.00pm 

Discus Room 4 (Yr 0/1) Room 7 (Yr 4) Room 3 (Yr 3) Room 3&4 (Yr 1/2) 

Shot Put Room 3&4 (Yr 1/2) Room 4 (Yr 0/1) Room 7 (Yr 4) Room 3 (Yr 3) 

Long Jump Room 3 (Yr 3) Room 3&4 (Yr 1/2) Room 4 (Yr 0/1) Room 7 (Yr 4) 

High Jump Room 7 (Yr 4) Room 3 (Yr 3) Room 3&4 (Yr 1/2) Room 4 (Yr 0/1) 

 
 

KAPA HAKA PREFORMANCE – THURSDAY 26 NOVEMBER 
Kia Ora Whanu  
 
The Cust Kapa Haka group would like to invite all parents/caregivers/members of the community to an 
informal presentation on Thursday 26 November in the Multipurpose Room. Times are below: 
 
9:30 - 10:30 am Kapa Haka group practice  
10:45 am School performance  
11:15 am Performance Parents/Caregiver/Community  
 
Any questions please contact Eddie. 
 

A Big Thank You to Mandeville Supervalue for donating $200 to our Kapa Haka group. If you are 
going close by, it would good to support them. 
 

 
 
Here are a few reminders... 
1. Covid Information from the Ministry of Education: The importance of using the COVID-19 
contact tracing app cannot be overstated. Information about the app is on the Ministry of Health 
website. Please continue to use the QR code posters at our entrances/ classes. Let's not get 
complacent! 
 
2. Cust Water Supply:  Cust Water all good to go - given all clear. 

 
Staying Away if Sick 
Parents are required to keep any sick children at home. Please do not send sick children to 
school. If a child becomes sick at school, parents / caregivers will be rung and asked to pick their 
child up immediately. 

https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=4a79479075&e=1e5e5c716a
https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=4a79479075&e=1e5e5c716a


PLEASE TAKE NOTICE OF ANY COMMUNICATION FROM THE SCHOOL – VIA 

EMAIL, @SCHOOL APP, TEXT, NEWSLETTER… 

and reply promptly if need be. 

 
Stay well   
Noho ora mai nā  
Robert 
 
 

SCHOOL DONATION AND ACTIVITY INVOICES 
You will be receiving by separate email with an updated 2020 School Donation and Activity Fee invoice.  We 
do ask that you pay your donation and activity through internet banking – Cust School Board of Trustees 
Bank Account No. 03 1592 0074218 00.  (Reference what the payment is for) Tax deductible! 
 
If payment of any school activity is an issue, you are welcome to pay it off in smaller payments. 
Parents/caregivers are welcome to make contact for a private discussion on how we can help. 
 
For more information    https://www.cust.school.nz/parent-information.html   

 
 
 
CLASS CERTIFICATES 
Room One: Well done Jake for showing success in Piko’s tips – SOLVE PROBLEMS – for 

persevering with your events at athletics day and maintaining a positive attitude. 
 Well done Lachie for showing success in Piko’s tips – SOLVE PROBLEMS – for being an 

awesome and positive member of the class and coming to school with a great attitude. 
Room Two: Well done James J. for showing success in Piko’s tips – PARTICIPATE – for enthusiasm, 

skill and positive participation in T-ball in P.E.  Great hitting James! 
 Well done Katelyn for showing success in Piko’s tips – SOLVE PROBLEMS – for 

overcoming the problem of a sprained wrist by using a computer to complete her work!  
Well done! 

Room Three: Well done Mackenzie for showing success in Piko’s tips – SOLVE PROBLEMS – for 
showing consistent effort and focus in writing her narrative.  Keep up the great work. 

 Well done Maya for showing success in Piko’s tips – SOLVE PROBLEMS – for working 
consistently and diligently in Maths.  Well done Maya, keep up the great work! 

 Well done Asher for showing success in Piko’s tips – SOLVE PROBLEMS – Asher, you 
can be really proud of your efforts and success in Maths.  You have put in a lot of time at 
home and school learning the basic number knowledge to help you answer number 
problems.  Great work!  

Room Four: Well done Lexi for showing success in Piko’s tips – be INDEPENDENT – Lexi you are a 
great role model in Room 4.  Thank you. 

 Well done Ted for showing success in Piko’s tips – THINK – I am impressed with the 
great choices you have made this week.  Well done Ted. 

Room Five: Well done Harvey for showing success in Piko’s tips – SOLVE PROBLEMS – you are 
consistently up to date with your learning tasks and if you get behind, you independently 
take action to catch up.  Well done! 

 Well done Samara for showing success in Piko’s tips – SOLVE PROBLEMS – you 
consistently show effort and a positive attitude in class.  This has helped you fly with your 
Maths this term.  Well done. 

Room Six: Well done Lexi for showing success in Piko’s tips – SOLVE PROBLEMS – fantastic effort 
and progress in algebra.  Keep up the awesome work! 

Room Seven:   Well done Fleur for showing success in Piko’s tips – SOLVE PROBLEMS – for being a 
massive help around Room 7. 

 Well done Milly for showing success in Piko’s tips – SOLVE PROBLEMS – for being 
persistent with her learning. 

 Well done Oscar for showing success in Piko’s tips – SOLVE PROBLEMS – for being 
persistent with his learning. 

    
 
 



TERM FOUR  
Here is an update of Term 4 dates for your information (also please regularly check website for updates) 
 
Tuesday, 24 November Community Feedback and PTA Meeting 
Wednesday, 25 November Canterbury Triathlon (South Eyre Road) 
Wednesday, 25 November Junior Athletics 
Monday, 30 November WaiSwim begins (2 weeks) 
 Science Road Show @ Oxford – Senior classes 
Tuesday, 1 December North Canterbury Kapa Haka Festival @ Ohoka 
Wednesday, 2 December Canterbury Athletics 
Wednesday, 9 December BOT Meeting 
Friday, 11 December Reports/Portfolios home 
Wednesday, 16 December Top Town – children am 
 Final Assembly 7pm 
Friday, 18 December School Year Ends (12:30) 
 
 
 
 
ROOM THREE 
Kia ora, 
 
Finally, a normal week!  
It has been both productive and enjoyable in Room 3 with a sprinkling of athletics and topic in between. As 
well as preparing for our upcoming Junior Athletics and continuing our insect topic by completing our 
individual mini research, we have started an algebra unit in maths and are busy writing and publishing our 
mini narratives.  
 
A note of thanks must be made to Lyn Pitcaithly, (Mrs P), who has been voluntarily helping out in Room 3 on 
Monday and Tuesday mornings for the second half of 2020. We all really value her time and experience and 
it is lovely to have her back at school each week. Many thanks Lyn from us all in Room 3! 
 
Enjoy your weekend! 
 
Nga mihi nui, 
Margaret and Ros  
 
 
ROOM FIVE 
Kia Ora, 
 
We've come to the end of our first full week for a while, and the class continue to work really hard and make 
great progress. 
We have all been working hard on learning algebra over the past few weeks in maths. 
In literacy we are continuing our novel studies and working on responding to the text with detail. 
We have been focused on improving our mental wellbeing this term. This week we have been creating our 
own mantras to recite to ourselves when we're feeling low or worried. These will be displayed in the 
classroom. 
 
Have a lovely weekend, 
Eleanor  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ROOM FOUR 
Kia ora, 
 
We welcome Blake Wilson, Jaxon Coan, Spencer Brown, Luella Blakely, Evan Walton, Harper Mitchell, Ivy 
Graham, Kadah Galbraith, and Estella Turner who started their Pre-school visits this week. 
 
As part of our unit on insects we have been creating some awesome pieces of art. Here are some examples 
of our cut and paste, crayon and dye Ladybirds. 
 
 
 
                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Blue Zone has been our focus for our Zones of Regulation study and our next step is to learn strategies we 
can use to shift ourselves from being in the Red/Yellow/Blue Zone back to the Green Zone ready for learning. 
 
We have been outside practising for the Athletics next Wednesday. The class are learning how to do the 
High Jump, Long Jump, Discus and Shot Put. Lots of fun. 
 
On Thursday next week is the Kapa Haka performance. All Room 4 children have been attending Kapa Haka 
this term and are in the performance at 11.15am.  If you are free you are welcome to come and watch. 
 
Enjoy your weekend, 
Kennys 
 
 
 
ROOMS ONE, TWO AND SEVEN 
Kia Ora Whanau 
 
What are very short week it was last week.  This week we are back to normal with five full days and all 
classes across the middle syndicate have been very busy.  In writing this week all classes in the middle 
syndicate have started poetry.   Over the next few weeks children will be writing and learning about a variety 
of different poems.  They will be completing a poetry anthology that they will bring home at the end of the 
term.  In numeracy, Room 1 has been focusing on Problem Solving and Room 2 and Room 7 have continued 
with number with all classes starting Algebra towards the end of this week and early next week. 
 
In topic Room 1 have continued with their electives and are enjoying them.  The dance group looks 
impressive.  Room 2 has started looking at Legends and comparing two New Zealand legends.  In Room 7 
we have had to put our bugs unit on hold while we practice for the Junior Athletics Day.  In athletics the 
children have been training hard and are looking forward to showing off their skills next Wednesday. 
 
Please keep bringing in those camp forms.  I will send out the final arrangement for the Year 4 camp towards 
the end of next week. 
 
As always if you have any questions about your child’s learning please contact one of us. 
 
Have a great weekend. 
Linda, Shannon, Rupert, Eddie  
 
 



ROOM SIX 
This week Room 6 have been making great progress on their novel studies and algebra. In both cases, the 
students have had to exercise perseverance as they work to set goals and stretch their capabilities. This has 
been a classic example of growth mindset in action; replacing 'I can't', or 'I'm no good at this', with 'How can 
I...?', or 'What do I need to do to have success?' It has been fantastic seeing the lightbulbs switch on as 
mental blocks have been overcome. 
 
We have been learning how to use Google Keep as a time management tool, which enables us to order 
tasks and 'tick' boxes when they are done. This is replacing the homework notebooks in some cases, as it's 
more convenient when working digitally. It can also be easily shared, allowing you to keep an eye on your 
child's work output, should you wish to. 
 
We are continuing our focus on behaviour and respect, to ensure that our last few weeks are productive and 
positive for everyone, including the teachers! We appreciate your support in this. 
 
Have a great weekend, 
Miriam Bell and AnnMaree Schuyt 
 
 
 
 
 
SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB – ISSUE 8 
Last one for the year! 
 

 
To view what books are available go on line - https://www.scholastic.co.nz/schools/book-club/ 
All parent credit card orders must be placed via the LOOP platform.  You can order online at 
scholastic.co.nz/LOOP, mybookclub.scholastic.co.nz or via the LOOP mobile apps.  NOTE:  skip 
the box that asks for suburb, enter Cust in the school name and then proceed.  If you require any 
help just ring them and they are happy to talk you through.  (0800 266 525) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.scholastic.co.nz/schools/book-club/


COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 

 
ADVENT SERVICE – ST DAVID’S CHURCH, CUST 
9.30am, Sunday 29 November. 
Everyone welcome. 
Children’s activities:  each child will receive an Advent calendar – but we need to know numbers so that we 
can buy enough.  Please phone Maree (3124223) or Anne (3125313). 
Party morning tea to follow – food and drinks provided.  
 
 
 
NORTH CANTERBURY ACADEMY OF MUSIC INC 
32 years of Music Education in North Canterbury 
Instrumental & singing tuition for all ages.  
Strings, Woodwind, Drums, Piano, Guitar, Saxophone 
Professional musicians as tutors 
Orchestra * Choir * Celtic 
Theory * Ensembles * Concerts 
 
AFFORDABLE    LOCAL 
Come and try an instrument at our open day, Friday 5 February, 4-6pm at the Rangiora Town Hall Studios. 
Entry from carpark. 
Enrol online or at the open day.  Closing date for applications 8 February. 
Lessons start week beginning 22 February www.ncam.ac.nz enquiry@ncam.ac.nz 
 
 
 
CREAMED CLOVER HONEY FOR SALE 
1kg Jars $15 each or 2 for $20 
Please text Andrea Wright 0276985192 to order, can be picked up or delivered to school. 
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